
T H I R U V A N A N -
THAPURAM: An air ambu-
lance does not figure in the 
priority list of the state gov-
ernment at present. Instead, 
it is focused on implementing 
a comprehensive trauma care 
system in the state, Health 

Minister K K Shailaja has 
said. As against popular per-
ception, air ambulance would 
not have helped some infants 
who were transported from 
the northern part of the state 
to Kochi for treatment. 
“Generally, infants suffering 
from high BP and respiratory 

ailments cannot be transport-
ed in an air ambulance. Also, 
an air ambulance would incur 
huge costs for purchase and 
maintenance,” she told the 
Assembly on Monday. 
The government wants to 
make a trauma care ambu-

lance available for every 30 
km of a major road. 
An Apex Training and Simu-
lation Centre in Trauma and 
Emergency Medicine will also 
be set up.

Source : The New Indian Ex-
press

Harjinder Singh is a 76-year-
old auto driver in Delhi. But 
he is unlike any other. A for-
mer traffic warden, Harjinder 
Singh couples his auto as a 
free ambulance service.
The septuagenarian works 
extra hours to save money for 
the ambulance runs.
As a traffic warden, I saw 
many crash victims and 
wanted to help them. It was 
only after buying an auto that 
I could realise this goal, Har-
jinder Singh told Times of 
India.
After Harjinder finishes his 
daily work hours, he refuels 
his vehicle and roams around 
accident-prone areas in the 
city. He says, on an average, 
he helps a victim in a day.
If, god forbids, I come across 

an accident victim, I rush the 
victim to the nearest hospital 
so that a life is saved,” Har-

jinder Singh told the news-
paper, adding that there has 
been no looking back since 
the day he started his auto 

ambulance service.
Harjinder’s ambulance does 
not only provide free rides to 

the hospital. The senior citi-
zen has also taken a course 
in first aid to help victims in 
emergency situations. Earlier 

I didn’t have a medicine box 
in my vehicle nor did I know 
how to apply the medicines. 
So I took a small course to 
figure out what medicines 
could be used in emergency 
situations. There is no bet-
ter feeling than being of help 
to someone, Harjinder Singh 
said. He also offers free dia-
betes medicines to anyone 
who asks for it.
The medicine box is funded 
by the money collected in a 
donation box Harjinder has 
placed in his auto.
In so many cases, people die 
on the road just because they 
don’t get timely help. People 
stand and look at them dy-
ing. I don’t want to be one of 
them, Harjinder Singh said.
Source : India Today
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Woman delivers baby 
on road in Hyderabad

K ashmiri-American 
doctors to launch criti-
cal care ambulance ser-
vice in Valley

Meet Delhi’s Good Samaritan: 76-year-old 
man who runs free auto ambulance service
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TRADEWATCH

Trauma care system, not 
air ambulance priority of 
Kerala govt: Minister

To bring down number of 
pre-hospital deaths in Val-
ley, a group Kashmiri origin 
doctors in United States have 
come together to launch a 
critical care ambulance ser-
vices project in Valley.
The project on which the 
medicos have been work-
ing for more than two years 
is being run by KASHMER 
(Kashmiri American Society 
of Healthcare, Medical Edu-
cation and Research), which 
is a non-profit registered in 
the state of New York since 
2016...Continued to Pg-3
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Hyderabad : A pregnant 
woman from Langar Houz 
delivered a baby boy on road 
here on Monday. Getting 
into details, Kavitha devel-
oped labour pains when she 
was going to a hospital along 
with her mother. However, 
the woman’s mother called 
an ambulance to shift her 
to a nearby hospital. By the 
time the ambulance arrived 
at Bapughat, the staff noticed 
Kavitha was experiencing ex-
treme pain. After confirming 
that she was about to give 
birth to the baby in a few 
minutes, the staff helped the 
woman to deliver the baby 
on the road itself. After the 
first-aid being done, the staff 
shifted the woman and the 
baby boy to Karwan govern-
ment hospital. The condition 
of both is stable.
Source : The Hans India
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More than 3 lakh people ferried by 108 
ambulance service in Tiruvannamalai

Indian-origin woman from Kenya dies 
on board air ambulance

Pregnant woman carried on sling 
as ambulance could not reach 
remote location in Odisha

‘Ambulance Carrying Father’s Body 
Stopped For Amarnath Pilgrims’: Officer
SRINAGAR: A senior Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
officer has alleged that he 
was held up for hours in an 
ambulance with his father’s 
body on the Srinagar-Jammu 

national highway because 
of traffic restrictions for the 
Amarnath Yatra on Thursday.
Imtiyaz Wani, Director Fi-
nance in Jammu and Kash-
mir government, said that he 
was taking his father’s body 
to his home in Srinagar from 
Jammu when the ambulance 
was forced to stop until the 
convoys carrying Amarnath 
pilgrims completed their 
movement on the highway. 
The police claimed it is a 

“misrepresentation of facts”.
The administration has placed 
a daily five-hour restriction 
on locals travelling on the ar-
terial highway between Jam-
mu and Srinagar, for 46 days 

till August 
15 when the 
pilgrimage 
ends.
Mr Wani 
took to so-
cial media 
to complain. 
“All civil 
rights are 
subordinate 
to Amar-

nath Yatra while moving from 
Jammu to Srinagar. I am not 
being allowed to carry for-
ward my father’s dead body. 
What hell the life of a com-
mon Kashmiri is. Inspector 
Rakesh of J&K Police on ya-
tra duty categorically said the 
body shall not be allowed,” 
he wrote on Facebook.
Mr Wani’s father died in Del-
hi.
The police said the ambu-
lance was stopped as it tried 

to overtake the convoy.
“The ambulance was trying 
to overtake the Yatra convoy 
which was not allowed by 
the convoy commander. The 
person in ambulance claimed 
that the vehicle is carrying 
dead body of his father but the 
(security) officer could not 
verify the facts in the moving 
convoy. Thus, the vehicle was 
not allowed to overtake it,” a 
police spokesperson said.
He added that the ambulance 
was allowed to proceed af-
ter the officer “ascertained 
facts”.
Over two lakh pilgrims have 
performed the Amarnath Ya-
tra since the annual pilgrim-
age to the Himalayan cave 
shrine started on July 1. Of-
ficials say this is the highest 
number to visit the Himala-
yan cave shrine during the 
first forthright in the last four 
years.
This yatra will conclude on 
August 15 coinciding with 
the Shravan Purnima festi-
val.
Source : NDTV

MALKANGIRI: Belying the 
claims of the state govern-
ment of improving communi-
cation facilities in remote ar-
eas of the district, a pregnant 
woman had to be carried on a 
sling for more than one km as 
the 108 ambulance could not 

reach Bengpani village due 
to bad condition of road on 
Thursday evening.
Suria Pangi, a native of re-
mote Bengpani under Dhun-
giaput panchayat in Mathili 
block limits, went into labour 
on Thursday evening follow-
ing which family members 
contacted 108 ambulance 

service to take her to Mathili 
community health centre.
However, the ambulance 
could not reach the village 
due to bad road condition and 
had to stop at Badniguda.
The ambulance staff then 
walked all the way to Beng-

pani and lent a helping hand 
to the family members in car-
rying Suria on a sling to Bad-
niguda where the vehicle was 
waiting.
The woman was then rushed 
to Mathili CHC.

Source : The New Indian Ex-
press

HYDERABAD: An India-ori-
gin woman from Kenya who 
was flying to India in a private 
air ambulance for treatment 
for pneumonia breathed her 
last while on board the air 

ambulance on Saturday.
The woman, identified as Ru-
pal Bindesh hails from Gu-
jarat, said the police at Rajiv 
Gandhi International Airport 
police station.
Rupal’s family migrated to 
Kenya a long time ago where 
they set up businesses. Re-
cently, Rupal had developed 
pneumonia. Though she un-
derwent treatment, there was 

no progress.
Her family decided to fly her 
to Delhi for treatment. The 
air ambulance was flying to 
Delhi via Hyderabad, and 
minutes before it entered 

the Hyderabad air space, she 
passed away.
The ambulance made an 
emergency landing at RGI air-
port, Shamshabad in Hydera-
bad.
A case has been registered.
The body was shifted to Os-
mania hospital for postmor-
tem.
Source : The New Indian Ex-
press

TAMIL NADU : The 108 am-
bulance services, started in 
the year 2009, has ferried as 
many as 3,74,170 persons in 
Tiruvannamalai district so 
far.
This included 1,22,559 preg-
nant women, 59,036 accident 
victims and 1,92,575 gen-
eral patients who were trans-
ported free of cost to tertiary 
hospitals for advanced treat-
ment. More than 900 child-
births with normal delivery 
took place while transporting 
pregnant women to hospi-
tals.
According to District Collec-
tor K.S. Kandasamy, the 108 
ambulance service has trans-
ported patients to Tiruvan-
namalai Government Medi-
cal College Hospital, besides 
other Government Hospitals 
in the district.
Patients were shifted to the 
Rajiv Gandhi Government 
General Hospital, Chennai, 
Kilpauk Medical College 

Hospital, Chennai, Institute 
for Child Health, Egmore, 
Chennai and to tertiary hos-
pitals in Puducherry through 
free-of-cost Inter-Facility 
Transfer .
The Collector added that 
there are 36 ambulances un-

der the 108 ambulance ser-
vice in Tiruvannamalai dis-
trict, of which two provide 
neonatal service, while two 
were ventilator-supported 
ambulances. There is also a 
first responder bike in ser-

vice. Four ambulances have 
been dedicated to hilly areas.
The 108 ambulance service 
vehicles have been func-
tioning in Avur, S. Valavetti, 
Thandrambattu, Tiruvanna-
malai, Kadaladi, Ilangunni, 
Thanippadi, Naidumangalam, 

Arni, Kanna-
mangalam, 
Chetput, Kil-
pennathur, 
S a n d h a -
vasal, Polur, 
C h e y y a r , 
Vandavasi , 
Mangal Koo-
tu Road, Va-
zhavachanur 
and Thellar 
centres.
All ambu-

lances were provided with 
GPS equipment, and in 2018, 
all mobile units were provid-
ed with Android phones with 
a ‘Pilot app’ for receiving re-
quirements and alerts.
Source : The Hindu
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Ambulance drivers turn Good Samaritans 
for tragedy-hit girl in Uttar Pradesh

Kashmiri-American doctors to launch 
critical care ambulance service in Valley

Prayagraj : Going a step fur-
ther in their endeavour to 
save lives, a group of ambu-
lance drivers and other staff-
ers collected Rs 50,000 and 
also donated blood for the 
treatment of a 16-year-old girl 
who lost both her legs after 
she was run over by a train in 
Puramufti area recently.
On July 10, the patient, Anita, 
had taken her goats for graz-
ing when two of them went 
near the tracks as a train was 
approaching. Anita went to 
get them back but fell on the 
track. She lost both her legs 
in the accident.
Anita’s kin and villagers 
reached the spot and called 
an ambulance. The ambu-
lance driver took her to SRN 
Hospital where the doctors 
performed surgery on her.
Even though the surgery was 
performed free of cost, her fa-
ther, Pappu Saroj, who works 
as a labourer, was barely able 
to arrange funds for the costly 
medicines and other expenses 

for her treatment.
When one of the drivers, 
Santosh, came to know about 
Saroj’s ordeal, he along with 
his friends Suraj and Ashish 
Kanaujiya decided to help the 
poor girl. They talked to their 
friends and other ambulance 

staffers and collected Rs 
50,000 for Anita’s treatment. 
They also donated blood re-
quired in her treatment.
Santosh said that he, along 
with some social activists, has 
created a WhatsApp group to 
help people in need.

“The group includes people 
from different walks of life 
who are willing to help or do-
nate. Members of our group 
believe in providing assis-
tance to the poor and mar-
ginalised instead of giving 
donations at religious plac-

es,” says Santosh.
The doctors at SRN appreci-
ated the help provided by the 
ambulance staff and assured 
Anita and her kin of all pos-
sible help in her further treat-
ment.
Source :hindustantimes

Continued from Pg-1
“It is a member-based orga-
nization of physicians and 
allied healthcare personnel 
of Kashmiri origin in North 
America. The vision is to 
provide a platform for these 
professionals to network, ed-
ucate, mentor and mainly to 
give back to the native Kash-
mir in the healthcare sector. 
We have been operational 
for the past three years with 
our regulatory and structural 
obligations met in the Valley 
as well,” said Dr Nahida Na-
zir, who chairs the healthcare 
committee of Kashmir.
She said that their most am-
bitious project for 2019 is the 
‘Emergency Medical Services’ 
(EMS) Project. 
“For this, we have tied up 
with SAVE Heart Kashmir 
team along with our local 
partner HELP Foundation. 
This service is set to start end 
of July 2019. We are starting 
it as a pilot program in Srina-
gar with two critical care am-
bulances manned with para-

medics/EMT personnel. The 
control room or the central 
hub will be staffed by junior 
doctors to provide acute care 
en route with triage to the 
closest available emergency 
room,” she said adding this is 
a first such kind of service be-
ing started in Valley as there 
is a dire need of critical care 

ambulances.
A study conducted by the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) in 2017 stated 
that Kashmir has the highest 
number of deaths and dis-
abilities caused by road acci-
dents and in most cases, the 
wounded die on way to hos-
pitals due to the lack of criti-
cal care ambulances.
Atal Dulloo, Financial Com-
missioner, Health and Medi-

cal Education Department to 
Government of Jammu and 
Kashmir along with Dr Omar 
Javed Shah, Director Sheri 
Kashmir Institute of Medical 
Sciences (SKIMS) will inau-
gurate the critical care ambu-
lances are at Sheri Kashmir 
International Convention 
Centre (SKICC) in coming 
days.
The doctors’ part of the ini-
tiative said that EMS is non-
existent in Kashmir.
“As of now, there is no robust 
or quality care EMS available 
in the valley. This has a huge 
healthcare impact on Kash-
mir. There can be a significant 
delay in receiving emergency 
medical care as pre-hospital 
care is lacking. As a result, 
mortality and morbidity go 
up drastically,” Dr Nahida 
said adding that KASHMER 
is desirous of changing the 
“transport vehicle concept of 
ambulances” to “lifesaving 
emergency medical transpor-
tation.”
Source : Rising Kashmir

Expert submit reports to Chief Minister 
Jagan Reddy on 104, 108 services
VIJAYAWADA: An expert 
committee constituted to do 
a comprehensive review of 
the healthcare status of the 
State has highlighted the ne-
glected state of 108 and 104 
services. In its interim report 
submitted to Chief Minister 

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy on 
Friday, the panel stated that 
many of ambulances lack in 
equipment that could be es-
sential in saving lives during 
transit and are more than 
7-10 years old.  
The committee, which has 
toured all the districts, will 
submit their final report with 
suggestions on improving the 
implementation of Aarogyas-
ri scheme. The report said: 
“Employees of 108 and 104 
health services are unsatis-
fied with their pay scale and 
irregular payment of salaries. 
Many times, emergency cases 
are not being attended to.
As many as 440 108 vehicles 
are more than seven years 
old; 292 104 vehicles are in 

use for over 10 years. They 
are in poor fitness condi-
tion.”  It suggested the gov-
ernment to buy new vehicles 
and increase the number of 
emergency response centres. 
The panel addressed the lack 
of audit on drug supply and 

the poor utilisation 
of resources. It also 
highlighted the need 
for inclusion of hos-
pitals in Hyderabad, 
Chennai and Ben-
galuru under Aarog-
yasri.

The Chief Minister has asked 
the panel to study in detail 
the Aarogyasri scheme and 
advise on improvements for 
its better implementation. 
While the panel’s next meet-
ing is scheduled on August 
12, it is expected to submit 
its final report on August 30.
It is headed by Retired IAS 
officer K Sujatha Rao and its 
members include Dr Bhu-
mireddy Chandrasekhar 
Reddy, Dr Simhadri Chan-
drasekhar Rao, Dr B Samba-
siva Reddy, Dr Kasireddy Sa-
teesh Kumar Reddy, Dr Dutta 
Ramachandra Rao and heads 
of all Medical, Health and 
Family Welfare departments.
Source: The New Indian Ex-
press

Chhattisgarh: Infant suffocates to death in locked 
ambulance as driver refuses to break window
In a shocking incident, a 
one-and-a-half-month old 
baby suffocated to death in 
an ambulance  in Chhattis-
garh’s Raipur. The baby was 
being transported to a hos-
pital for a heart ailment. 
The incident took place 
when the ambulance, carry-
ing the baby to Dr Bhim Rao 
Ambedkar Hospital for car-
diac surgery, malfunctioned. 
The driver of the ambulance 
kept trying to unlock the 
jammed door lock for al-
most two hours and did not 
allow the family to break the 
glass window to bring out 
the baby.
When the boy’s father tried 
to break open its window, he 
was warned against damag-
ing the government’s prop-
erty. The baby died inside 
the vehicle.
The parents of the baby had 
come to Raipur after con-

sulting the doctors in AIIMS 
Delhi and had taken a train. 
Once the couple arrived in 
Raipur this morning, Am-
bika Kumar, the father, di-
alled Sanjeevani Express, a 
free ambulance service as 
the baby was not in condi-
tion to be carried in public 
transport.
However, their nightmare 
began when they reached the 
hospital and the door of the 
ambulance got stuck. They 
struggled for hours and de-
spite help from a mechanic, 
they were unable to open the 
door. When  Kumar wanted 
to break the windows, he 
was told he couldn’t do so. 
The company that runs the 
ambulance service has de-
nied allegations and claimed 
that the baby had already 
died and there was no negli-
gence on their part.
Source : India TV
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As ambulance coudn’t reach, pregnant 
woman carried in a sling near Vizag
VISAKHAPATNAM : A preg-
nant woman, J. Devi (30), of 
Kothavalasa village in V. Ma-
dugula mandal of the district 
had to be carried in a sling for 
about 1 km on Sunday as the 
‘108’ ambu-
lance could 
not reach 
the vil-
lage as the 
road turned 
muddy due 
to incessant 
rain during 
the past few 
days.
The woman 
deve loped 
labour pains 
early on 
Sunday, and her relatives di-
alled for the EMRI 108 am-
bulance.
As the road became muddy 
and slippery due to rain, the 

driver could not risk going on 
the stretch.
The woman had to be carried 
on a sling up to the main road 
and then shifted to the ambu-
lance to the Primary Health 

Centre (PHC) at K.J. Puram. 
District Collector V. Vinay 
Chand directed the Medical 
and Health officials to follow 
up the case.

DMHO S. Tirupathi Rao said 
the woman was admitted to 
the PHC at 9 a.m. and she 
delivered a baby girl at 10.03 
a.m. The baby, weighing 3.5 
kg, and the mother were 

fine.
The ASHA 
worker and 
ANM were 
following up 
the case.
Dr. Tirupathi 
Rao said they 
were creat-
ing aware-
ness among 
the women, 
part icular ly 
those in the 
rural and trib-

al areas, on the need to get 
themselves admitted to the 
hospital at least one week be-
fore the delivery date.
Source : The Hindu

Ongoing 108 ambulance strike claims 
first victim in Visakhapatnam
VISAKHAPATNAM: The on-
going 108 ambulance strike 
reportedly resulted in the 
death of a three-month-old 
baby, who succumbed due to 
lack of timely medical treat-
ment.
The incident oc-
curred on Tues-
day late night at 
Burugu Chetru, 
an interior vil-
lage in Paderu, 
Visakhapatnam 
district. The 
baby’s parents, 
unaware of the 108 strikes, 
waited in vain for the ambu-
lance to take their baby to the 
hospital.  
According to the family mem-
bers, the baby had developed 
breathlessness and fell sick. 
The parents approached the 
ASHA workers for ambu-
lance service and also tried 

in vain calling the 108 am-
bulance service. “When we 
called the 108 ambulances, 
the staff said they were busy 
and cannot come, but we did 
not know that they were on 
strike. Such is our financial 

condition, we couldn’t af-
ford to hire a private ambu-
lance,” a family member said. 
Responding to the incident, 
Circle Inspector (CI) Paderu 
G Prem Kumar said, “We sent 
our staff to inquire into the 
incident.”
Source : The New Indian Ex-
press


