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West Bengal: Minutes after reviving newborn to life,
doctor dies in labour
room

Kolkata: Minutes after reviving a newborn girl to life,
a doctor collapsed and died
of heart attack in Patanda
of East Midnapore on Tuesday morning. The deceased
doctor who was identified
as 48-year-old Bibhas Khutia worked at Patanda Primary Health Centre (PHC).
Khutia, a general duty medical officer at Patanda PHC,
had delivered the baby of
Sonali Kulia Maji through a
normal delivery procedure
at around 11 am on Tuesday, according to a report in
The Times of India. However, the newborn infant did
not cry after the delivery..
Continued to Pg-4

Hyderabad: SUV collides head-on with
ambulance
killing
cancer patient, 3
others
HYDERABAD: A speeding SUV collided head-on
with an ambulance killing
its driver, a cancer patient,
and two of his relatives onboard on Outer Ring Road
early on Friday.
They were on their way
to Gagavati in Koppla district of Karnataka after
completion of treatment
when tragedy struck.The
SUV crashed into the ambulance after hitting a median resulting in the death
of B Vekateswar Rao, 60,
his wife Subbalakshmi, 55,
elder brother Rama Rao,
64, and ambulance driver B
Shivashankar Varaprasad,
27... Continued to Pg-4
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Delhi Medical Council Sends Max Hospital
Twin Baby Case To Disciplinary Panel

The case pertains to a baby boy being wrongly declared dead after his birth on November 30 by
the upscale private hospital in Shalimar Bagh.
NEW DELHI:
The Delhi
Medical Council (DMC) has
sent the Max hospital twin
baby case to its disciplinary
committee and the hearing in
the matter is likely to be held
early next month, a senior official today said.
The case pertains to a baby
boy being wrongly declared
dead after his birth on November 30 by the upscale
private hospital in Shalimar
Bagh.
The other twin, a girl, was
still-born. The infant boy
died a week later at a nursing
home in Pitampura.
Meanwhile, source said, two
of the doctors involved in the
alleged medical negligence
case, have been asked by the
city police’s Crime Branch, to

join it soon for further investigation.

committee. All the parties
involved in the incident, the

“On January 16, the case was
put up before our executive
committee and then it was
referred to the disciplinary

complainant, the doctors, the
hospital, would be called for
a hearing,” the senior official
told PTI.

When asked how early the
hearing was likely to happen,
he said, “It should happen
sometimes next month.”
Delhi Police early this month
had said that it will proceed
with its probe into the case
only after receiving a reply
from the DMC on whether
there was medical negligence
in the matter.
“There have been reminders
sent to the DMC to expedite
its probe,” a senior police official said.
The DMC’s executive committee has already formed
an expert panel comprising
paediatricians and gynaecologists that will prepare a report in the matter, the DMC
official said.
continued to pg-02

Maharashtra’s boat
ambulances lie unused as doctors quit
The river ambulances, operating on a stretch
of the Narmada river, have been anchored after the doctors appointed to serve on them
quit to join more lucrative postings under
Ayushman Bharat.
Three boat ambulances launched to serve 33
tribal villages inaccessible by road in Nandurbar district have been lying unused for two
months. The river ambulances, operating on
a stretch of the Narmada river, have been anchored after the doctors appointed to serve
on them quit to join more lucrative postings
under Ayushman Bharat.
The 33 villages, spread over 200 km, are situated in a hilly terrain. The only alternative
access to the villages, and its tribal population of 25,000, is a trek up its slopes. “Our
salaries were low on the boat ambulance and
working hours tedious. Salaries would also
come late,” Dr Sandeep Barje, who resigned
in October last year, said.
Dr Barje, serving on the ambulance, used to
earn Rs 24,000 per month. But after joining
a Health and Wellness Centre, he now earns
Rs 40,000. Nandurbar has over 170 health
and wellness centres, a concept launched by
the BJP-led Centre under Ayushman Bharat
to upgrade existing sub-centres and their
services. A homeopathic or ayurvedic doctor
posted at such centres...
Continued to Pg-3
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Air ambulance yet to
take flight in Bengaluru
BENGALURU: Air ambulance facilities is a muchawaited initiative by residents of the city but the high
cost of the same makes it inaccessible to the necessitous.
Besides minimal travel time
to transfer patients during an
emergency, the facility also

that the starting price for a
commercial air ambulance is
`2,75,000.
Software engineer Krishnendu Paul recalled his experience: “My father had a cardiac emergency, and I had to
negotiate the cost to avail the
private air ambulance facility.

comes equipped with dedicated medical infrastructure,
experienced flight crew and
trained medical staff to provide medical monitoring during the flight.
IT professional S Harish,
however, rued, “This is a
much-awaited step but my
friend couldn’t afford the
private air ambulance due to
its exorbitant cost when his
father needed an emergency
treatment,” he said.
The facility’s cost, however,
is not set in stone, said Ayush
an official from Medilift Air
Ambulance Services. “If the
patient’s condition is critical and they cannot afford
the facility, we try to negotiate the cost,” he said, adding

Everybody cannot afford the
high price, so it remains a remote choice,” he said.
Furthermore, BBMP’s delay
on helipad spots for medical
emergencies has left people
dejected.
“Efforts from the government’s end to avail air ambulance services for the needy is
much awaited,” added Paul.
An emergency physician at
Fortis Hospital agreed and
said, “The high price doesn’t
make it feasible and accessible. The government should
come up with projects that
would make air ambulance
facilities cost effective.”
Source : The New Indian Express
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Maharashtra’s boat ambulances
lie unused as doctors quit
continued from pg-1
expects to earn Rs 25,000 as
fixed salary and Rs 15,000
in incentives. District officials said they have lost a lot
of doctors employed under
health schemes to the national programme.
The district health officer of
Nandurbar has sent a proposal to convert the boat
ambulances into health and
wellness centres. “If the boat

Dhadgaon rural hospital,
making the 70-km journey in
about three hours, to get primary treatment.
“If the boat ambulance was
still there, the delay could
have been prevented,” said
Latika Rajput from NGO
Narmada Bachao Andolan.
Pawara survived.
The first boat ambulance was
launched in 2003-04 by the
European Commission. Lat-

ing to fill up the posts for
boat ambulances. We have
submitted a proposal to the
deputy director in Nashik.
The advertisement for fresh
postings will be published
once approval comes.” The
boat ambulances anchor at
a village on a scheduled day,
conduct screening, immunisation, check-ups of pregnant
women and offer primary
treatment. Those in need of

ambulances are upgraded, we
expect better services,” Dr
Nitin Bodke, district health
officer, said.
In Bharad village, Janubai
Pawara (55) suffered a snake
bite on January 4. While a
boat ambulance was available, there was no doctor to
administer her anti-snake
venom. Villagers had to wait
for a private boat, which took
them to another village from
where they travelled to the

er, the Maharashtra government introduced two more.
Of three sanctioned posts for
doctors, currently all remain
vacant. District officials admit doctors are attracted to
better salaries offered at the
health and wellness centres.
When contacted, district collector Mallinath Kalshetty
said funds would be made
available if doctors were willing to work on the boats.
Dr Bodke said, “We are try-

specialised treatment are ferried to the nearest hospital.
Each ambulance has a doctor, a helper, a navigator and
an auxiliary nurse midwifery
(ANM). Three posts of helpers also continue to be vacant.
In the absence of doctors and
helpers, ANMs are unable to
navigate the boat or function
alone.
Source : The New Indian Express
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Hyderabad: SUV collides head on with ambulance killing cancer patient, 3 others
A speeding SUV collided head-on with an ambulance killing its driver, a cancer
patient, and two of his relatives onboard on Outer Ring Road early on Friday.
continued from pg-1
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Memorable Patient When did you last
My Beloved Father
cry ?
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Late Shri S.R. Bose

This Morning

Miles to go plans
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The Reason I Joined Medical
Service ?
Humanity .

A Lesson of life taught by the
patient Be a Good Listener.

The Changes I Wishe to a make
in the India Medical System ?
Empathy

Things that make me happy My Garden, My Plants .

What would you do to improve
the current image of the Doctor
in India ?
Every Doctor should spend one
hour with ailing Parents & talk.
The Doctor that is my Idol ?
Myself
The book that I love the most ?
Religion of Man by Tagore.
Med School I wish I got my training from.
From Havard / Stanford .

Things I do to keep myself happyMy Plants & Old Hindi Music.
If not, a Doctor I wish I would
be a .......
Gardener
My family to me is ......
------------------------------------------My Dream To Serve Senior Citizen “ Godhuli
Village”

Two other people in the
ambulance, the SUV’s
driver and two passengers
were critically injured in
the accident. Police suspect
the driver of the SUV fell
asleep on the wheel, leading to him losing control of
the vehicle and hitting the
ambulance.
Rao’s family belongs to
Eluru, but settled in Karnataka four decades ago. He
was diagnosed with liver
cancer a few years back
and had been undergoing
treatment.
Two days ago, he and his
family had gone to Eluru
for his treatment and also
to meet relatives. The doctors he met suggested that
he go spend his remaining
days at home as his cancer
was in an advanced stage
and there was nothing
much they could do.
They hired an ambulance
and started back home on
Thursday evening. Two
drivers accompanied them
as it was a long journey.
Adibhatla police inspector

JK : One dead, three others injured
after ambulance falls into gorge
The deceased PHE employee has been identified as Mohammad Ali of Kabbi village.
The injured, Wazir Mohammad, Kutub Din
and Fareed Ahmed have been hospitalised at
Ramban.
An employee of the Public Health Engineering department was killed and three others
including a driver injured when an ambulance skid off the road and fell into a gorge
on the Ramban-Gool road in Jammu and
Kashmir on Tuesday.
Pointing out that the accident took place at
Kanga village, sources said that the ambulance was returning to Primary Health Centre at Bhatni after dropping a patient at a government district hospital in Ramban. Apart
from the driver, other victims had taken a lift
in the ambulance.
The deceased PHE employee has been iden-

tified as Mohammad Ali of Kabbi village.
The injured, Wazir Mohammad, Kutub Din
and Fareed Ahmed have been hospitalised at
Ramban.
Meanwhile, occupants of a car had a narrow
escape when a shooting stone hit the vehicle at Anokhi Fall near Ramban on Tuesday,
making traffic officials stop vehicular movement through the area for some time. Later,
traffic was resumed in the area.
The Jammu-Srinagar national highway was
reopened after a week for vehicular traffic
on Monday. Though the road was cleared of
landslides, there were reports of shooting
stones at some places, sources said, adding
that an army personnel was injured on Monday after a stone rolling from a hilltop hit the
gypsy in which he was travelling.
Source : The Indian Express

P Narender said such was
the impact of the accident
that the right portion of the
ambulance was completely
damaged.
Venkateswar Rao and

Rambabu. Seven hours later, Rambabu received the
news of his son’s death in
the ghastly road accident.
Varaprasd, who represented West Godavari district

Subbalaxmi died on the
spot. Varaprasad, who was
struck in his seat and crying for help, died by the
time he was pulled out.
Rama Rao succumbed to
injuries later.
I will be back soon, ambulance driver told dad
“I am going to Bellary
and will return by Friday
night. Take care,” were the
last words of ambulance
driver B Shivashankara
Varaprasad to his father

in hockey and also played
in private leagues in England, is survived by his
parents Rambabu and Durga, wife Nagadurga and
two daughters, Nandini (18
months) and Bhargavi (3
months). Speaking to Express, Rambabu said that
his son had called him up
at around 8 pm on Thursday and informed about his
journey.
Source : The New Indian
Express
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West Bengal: Minutes after reviving newborn to life, doctor dies in labour room
continued from pg-1
Khutia immediately placed
the baby in a warmer and
started pumping its heart to
bring the newborn back to
life.
Immediately after reviving
the baby, the doctor collapsed on the floor of the
labour room. Other staff of
the PHC shifted Khutia to
a stretcher and rushed him
to Panskura Super-specialty
Hospital where the doctors
declared him brought dead.
He had suffered a massive
heart attack, according to the
doctors.
Maji, the pregnant woman,

was admitted to Patanda
PHC on Monday night when
she complained of pain. She
went into labour at around
10:25 am on Tuesday.
Khutia, a workaholic, would
be available for 24 hours in
case of manpower crisis. He
had developed the labour
room in Patanda so as to serve
expecting women in the rural
area of the state. However,
the dedicated doctor put others above his own health issues. Khutia’s colleagues saluted his dedication towards
work while mourning his untimely death.
Source : timesnownews

Delhi Medical Council Sends Max Hospital
Twin Baby Case To Disciplinary Panel

continued from pg-1
The DMC has already received
replies from the nine doctors
and two nurses of Max Hospital, Shalimar Bagh, who were
issued notices last month for
alleged medical negligence in
connection with the case.
The medical body had also
sought a reply from the Max
hospital and they have also
submitted it.
The case was transferred to
the Crime Branch on December 6, the day the new-born
boy died at a nursing home in
Pitampura, after battling for
life for a week.
An official, privy to the probe,
said in the first week of January, 10 people, who were
connected with the case were
questioned.
“These included the doctor
who had carried out the ar-

tificial insemination, a doctor couple who was involved
in the treatment and the two
doctors whose services were
terminated by the hospital,”
he said.
The police have also questioned the nurses and the
security staff of the hospital
and recorded their statements
along with the doctors.
In a statement, the Max
Healthcare group said, “The
police have clarified that they
will await the DMC’s report
before finalising their findings. Their calling doctors for
investigation is a standard
procedure.”
“It will be appropriate to await
the results of the DMC’s detailed inquiry before forming
any judgment on the incident,” it said.
Source : NDTV

Stray dog saves life of Indian
doctor who saved her
Dubai : Dr Ramesh Sancheti cared for a stray puppy
in Pune, India, for 16 years
and named her Brownie.
Little did he know, that as
he lay alone and collapsed
on the floor of his home
years
later,
Brownie would
be the one to
save him.
According to a
news report by
Pune
Mirror,
Dr Sancheti’s
neighbour, Amit
Shah, kept out
some food for
Brownie on January 23. However, the old
dog seemed extremely agitated
and refused to
eat her food.
This
struck
Shah as particularly worrying. After all, he was also
Brownie’s caretaker with
Dr Sancheti, from the time
she was born. The usually
calm dog was restless and
kept pacing towards Dr
Sancheti’s
ground-floor
window, stretching out her
paws to reach the sill.
Confused by the dog’s
unusual behavior, Shah
peered into the window
and saw Dr Sancheti collapsed on the floor. He immediately broke into the
house and called for an
ambulance. Dr Sancheti
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was rushed to the nearby
Poona hospital. The 65year-old general physician
had suffered a paralytic attack and a minor cardiac
arrest. Sancheti’s wife was
in Mumbai, his son in an-

dogs, told Pune Mirror
that he believed Brownie’s
actions were down to her
gratitude. “Some two years
ago, Brownie’s health was
critical after suffering from
kidney ailments. After her

other part of the Pune district and daughter in the
United States when the
attack happened. His son
Amit Sancheti told Pune
Mirror: “It was only the
dog who alerted Shah and
saved my father’s life”.
They regularly took care of
her and fed her. Shah, who
is a committee member
of the Maharashtra State
Animal Welfare Committee and director of Prani
Seva Sanshta, a non-governmental
organisation
(NGO) for specially-abled

treatment, the Sanchetis
took special care of her,
helping her recover from a
50 per cent kidney failure,”
he said.
He also credited the sharp
senses that dogs possess to
the miraculous save. “Her
senses made her aware of
sounds of heavy breathing
and and collapse despite
not being inside the house.
Canines also have an extremely advanced sense of
smell,” he was quoted as
saying.
Source : gulfnewsindia
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