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Two sisters killed
as speeding truck
hits ambulance
in Gurugram
Police said at least eight
trucks were present at the toll
plaza at the time and a police
party, which was stationed
about a kilometre from the
area, rushed to the spot. The
truck was impounded and
raids were on to trace the accused driver.
Two sisters, on their way to
a hospital in an ambulance,
were killed after a speeding
truck hit their vehicle near
Kherki Daula toll plaza in
Gurugram in the early hours
of Friday, police said. Their
brother, who was also with
them in the ambulance at
the time, said the force of the
crash was such that the elder sister was thrown out of
vehicle and was crushed underneath the truck. The truck
driver fled the spot and raids
are underway to arrest him,
police said..Continued to Pg-2

How 108 ambulance workers help
women give birth
while on the move

SRIKAKULAM: Gavvala Chamanti, a 20-year-old woman
from Peddalaxmipuram village of Ichchapuram mandal,
had acute labour pain, en
route hospital, on Wednesday. Thinking that it was time
for delivery, 108 ambulance
officials, with the support of
some women, conducted delivery in the ambulance itself.
After she delivered a baby boy
in the ambulance, 108 ambulance vehicle officials shifted
her to the government hospital at Ichchapuram for further
medical care..
Continued to Pg-3
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Arvind Kejriwal launches bike ambulances for east Delhi on pilot basis
Talking to reporters after flagging off the fleet of 16 bike
ambulances (First Responder
Vehicles) outside the Delhi
Secretariat, Kejriwal said it
was a big step taken by the
Aam Aadmi Party government for the people.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal launched on February 7 bike-ambulance services, equipped with GPS device, for east Delhi on a pilot
basis, saying it would provide
quick pre-hospital response
in congested areas.
Talking to reporters after flagging off the fleet of 16 bike
ambulances (First Responder
Vehicles) outside the Delhi
Secretariat, Kejriwal said it
was a big step taken by the
Aam Aadmi Party government for the people.

The chief minister said it
was difficult for four-wheeler
ambulances to enter narrow

ber of bike ambulances would
be increased in the coming
days.

lanes.
“If there’s a medical emergency in narrow bylanes, bike
ambulance can go there and
immediately provide its service to patients.”
The AAP chief said the num-

“This is a big step in the health
sector. Everybody knows that
the Delhi government is doing good works in education
and health sectors,” Kejriwal
said, adding that it would
also be good from the traffic

Punjab to provide Air ambulance facility to serving
and retired Judges
Chandigarh, Feb 17 (HS): The Punjab Cabinet, led
by Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh, on Sunday decided to provide the facility of air ambulance
to serving/retired High Court Judges and their dependents. It has been decided to accordingly amend Rule
2 (3)(v)(a) of Punjab Services (Medical Attendance)
Rule, 1940, which covers Punjab government employees, said an official spokesperson. Employees of the
High Court
including
High
Court
Judges, who
have adopted
Punj a b
government
rules,
are
provided
medical reimbursement by UT
Administration,
Chandigarh. Notably, during a meeting in the Punjab
and Haryana High Court on January 28, 2019, the
Chief Justice and other Judges had sought amendment
to the Punjab Services (Medical Attendance) Rule,
1940, for providing facility of air ambulance in case
of emergency to sitting and retired Judges and their
dependents.
Source : dailyhunt

point of view.
The government in a statement said that Centralised
Accident & Trauma Services
(CATS) purchased 16 bikes
which are fabricated and
medically equipped.
Among the facilities available
in FRV include a portable
oxygen cylinder, a first aid
kit and dressing materials,
air-splints, foldable transfer
sheets, ambu bags, glucometer, pulse oxymeter, a portable manual suction machine,
a GPS device and a communication device.
These FRVs are manned by
trained ambulance manpower. Against the sanctioned
funds of Rs 40 lakhs, the
project is completed in Rs 23
lakhs, the statement stated.
Source : money control
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Two sisters killed as speeding truck
hits ambulance in Gurugram
Continued from Pg-1
The sisters, identified by
the police only by their first
names Baby (25) and Sonam
(17), were on their way to Gurugram’s Civil Hospital from
Manesar. The family hails
from a village in Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh, and had
been living
in a rented
house in village Kasan in
IMT Manesar
the past five
months. They
were
both
employed as
helps in different companies in IMT
Manesar.
Police
said
Sonam had
spiked a fever on Thursday
night and her brother, 36year-old Pramod Kumar, said
he decided to accompany her
to a private hospital in Manesar. Kumar, who works as
a driver, said the doctors at
that hospital told them to go
Civil Hospital in Gurugram.
“At 1.30 am, we left in an
ambulance provided by the
private hospital. I sat in the
co-driver’s seat with my seven-year-old daughter while
my sisters were in the rear,”
said Kumar.
Charan
Singh,
assistant
sub-inspector (ASI), Kherki

Daula police station, said a
speeding truck allegedly hit
the ambulance from behind
near Kherki Daula toll plaza
at around 2.15am.
“The collision took place 60
metres before the toll plaza
as the ambulance entered
one of the toll lanes... Due to

the impact of the collision,
one of the window panes
of the ambulance was shattered and the rear door of
the ambulance was thrown
open. The elder sister, Baby,
fell out of the ambulance and
was crushed underneath the
truck’s rear tyre. She died on
the spot,” Singh said.
The younger sister, Sonam,
was wounded and another
ambulance was called in to
rush her to Civil Hospital.
“She was declared dead on
arrival. The other occupants
of the ambulance — Kumar,
his daughter and the ambu-

lance driver — suffered minor bruises. The truck’s driver abandoned the vehicle and
escaped,” said, ASI Singh,
adding that the errant vehicle
was registered in Nagaland.
Police said at least eight trucks
were present at the toll plaza
at the time and a police party,
which was stationed about
a
kilometre
from the area,
rushed
to
the spot. The
truck was impounded and
raids were on
to trace the
accused driver.
“I just wished
to get the
best
treatment possible for my sister.
In the process of taking one
of my sisters to the hospital,
I ended up losing both,” he
lamented.
A case was registered against
the unidentified accused driver under sections 279 (rash
driving or riding on a public
way), 304-A (death by negligence) and 336 (act endangering life or personal safety
of others) of Indian Penal
Code at Kherki Daula police
station, officials said.
Source : hindustantimes

Google And Centre Launch Trial For Innovative, Accurate Ambulance Service
108 Emergency Ambulance Service:
The service will be run using twin
technologies -- Cell Tower Triangulation and Google Emergency Location
Services.
NEW DELHI:
Calling for an ambulance to a precise
accident spot may soon get easier as
one will be able to call the Centre-run
108 emergency ambulance services
without even specifying the location
or having a mobile app. In fact, one
would not even need an internet connection.
The Union Health Ministry recently
has entered into an agreement with
technology giant Google and telecom
service providers to offer the service
in which the ambulance will reach the
spot without being informed about
the location, said a senior government

official.
The service will be run using twin
technologies -- Cell Tower Triangulation and Google Emergency Location
Services.
While Cell
Tower Triangulation
technology
uses inform a t i o n
from telecom operator about
the
location,
the
Google ESL
uses GPS
to track the
location in a more accurate way.
“Both of these will together be used in

the new avatar of 108 emergency ambulance services to accurately reach
the site of an accident. This is one-ofa-kind initiative, as it involves the use
of technology for helping citizens
without the
prior need
of Internet
or an app.
“This is an
app-free
and Internet-free
platform
and hence
it is universal which
means one can avail the service if
their phone does not have Internet,”

the official explained.
After about one year of the incident,
the officer joined as the assistant secretary in the Union Ministry of Health
and it was then when he proposed the
idea to his seniors.
“The PM appreciated the initiative
and requested officials to take up the
project for the benefit of the people.
The government chose UP as a suitable state for a pilot and hence the pilot has been initiated in the state since
January this year,” the official said.
If successful, it will be replicated
across the country. The government
has also offered other states to take
up the project as part of their yearly
planning under the National Health
Mission for 2019.
Source : NDTV
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How 108 ambulance workers help Seven killed on Yamuna expressway in
women give birth while on the move Mathura as ambulance driver ‘dozes off’
Continued from Pg-1

Pregnant women delivering babies in the 108 ambulance vehicles are not
very uncommon incidents.
About a week ago, on February 14, Savara Kasturi
from Killoyi Colony of
Mandasa mandal delivered
her baby in a 108 ambulance on way to the hospital. Between 100 and 150
deliveries — at an average
of two to three deliveries in
each ambulance vehicle —

take place in those on their
way to the hospitals, every
month in the district.
Keeping this in view, emergency medical technicians
(EMT) were given training
in conducting the deliveries better. While as many
as 24,718 pregnant women were helped in 201617, 10,462 were helped in
2017-18 and 9,713 were
extended help in form of
dropping them at hospitals, between March 2018
and January 2019, said
Attada Akhil, the 108 ambulance vehicles district

manager.
The district has about
28,108 ambulance vehicles. Sometimes deliveries
take place en route the hospitals, when the EMT, with
the support of the family
members of the pregnant
woman would conduct deliveries in the ambulance
vehicles.
Between 850 and 950 pregnant women are dropped at
the hospitals every month.
Keeping deliveries in am-

bulances and other emergencies in view, hospital
front desk operators (HFDOs) have been appointed
and posted at RIMS hospital in Srikakuam. HFDOs alert the doctors and
arrange beds by the time
patients reach hospitals.
The EMTs, who have not
undergone the training till
date, will be given it to enable them to conducting
deliveries during emergencies, sources said.
Source : The New Indian
Express

Kerala to get first marine
ambulance in a year
KOCHI: The State Fisheries Department will soon get
three marine ambulances to
extend a helping hand to the
fishermen at distress in sea.
Fisheries Minister J Mercykutty Amma on Monday
cut the steel setting of the
work for construction of the
first of three marine ambulances being built by Cochin
Shipyard for the Fisheries
Department. Each marine
ambulance will cost Rs 6.08
crore.
The north, central and south
region will get one ambulance each. The BPCL will

bear the expenses of one
marine ambulance from its
corporate social responsibility fund and the Cochin
Shipyard will bear half the
expense of the second ambulance. The Fisheries Department will contribute Rs
2 crore from its plan and Rs
7.12 crore will be sourced
from the Chief Minister’s
Disaster Relief Fund. These
ambulance boats will have
an approximate length of
22.5 m and a beam size of
about 6.0 m.
Continued to Pg-4

According to police, the accident took place around
7am near Sukhdev Burj village after the driver of the
ambulance apparently dozed
off and lost control over the
vehicle, which was also carrying a corpse.
Seven people were killed
while half a dozen were injured when an ambulance
rammed into a divider and
later collided with a car on
the other side of the road on
the Yamuna Expressway in
Mathura on Tuesday morning.
According to police, the accident took place around
7am near Sukhdev Burj village after the driver of the
ambulance apparently dozed
off and lost control over the
vehicle, which was also carrying a corpse. All the seven
persons — four men, two
women and an eight-year-old
girl — died on the spot. Six of
the deceased were in the ambulance while one was travelling in the car, police said.
“The ambulance was going
from Jammu to Patna and
carrying the body of one Zakir Ansari. The driver, Hari

Emergency
helpline
down, Haryana man
dies allegedly waiting
for ambulance
A 50-year-old ailing man
died in Haryana’s Fatehabad
district on Sunday, allegedly
due to lack of timely medical treatment as SOS number
108 for ambulance services
was down at the time of crisis.
When the health condition
of Jagdish Kumar, a labourer
and resident of Swami Nagar area in Fatehabad town,
deteriorated, his neighbour
Bharat Kumar dialled the SOS
number to call an ambulance.
However, he could not get
connected despite making attempts for over an hour.
Kumar said the patient was
later rushed to the local
civil hospital in an autorickshaw, where he was declared
brought dead.
“As the civil hospital is about
4km away from our house,
we decided to take the patient in an ambulance but the
so-called emergency service
failed miserably,” he said.
Continued to Pg-4

Singh from Jammu, was killed
in the accident,” said SP
Sharma, in-charge of Baldeo
police station in Mathura.
Police have been able to
identify five of the deceased.

Family members of those
coming from Tundla had arrived in Mathura while those
related to the occupants of
the ambulance were yet to
turn up, police said. The in-

These included Jehangir
Alam 36, Mohd Tahir Ansari,
32, Suhail Ahmad, 30, and
ambulance driver Hari Singh,
police said.
“Those in the car on the other side of divider were from
Tundla town in Firozabad.
They were moving towards
Delhi when their car was
rammed by the ambulance.
Saroj Devi, 67, one of those
travelling in the car, died on
the spot,” Sharma stated.

jured were admitted to different hospitals, Sharma said.
“The exact reason behind the
accident is yet to be ascertained. But it is believed that
the ambulance hit the divider
after driver Hari Singh apparently fell asleep and lost
control over the vehicle. The
ambulance landed on other
side of the divider leading to
a collision with the car,” the
police officer said.
Source : hindustantimes
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DRI seizes Rs 2.71 crore Maharashtra government to
ganja from ambulance initiate cycle ambulance
Each packet weighs around
5 kg. To avoid checking at
check posts, the ganja smugglers used the ambulance for
the transport of the contraband.
VIJAYAWADA: Sleuths of
the Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), Visakhapatnam Regional Unit, seized
1,813 kg of ganja worth Rs
2.71 crore while it was being
smuggled in an ambulance
on Saturday.
After getting specific intelligence inputs, the DRI sleuths
intercepted an ambulance
coming from Sabbavaram on
Sabbavaram-Pendurthi road.
When checked, they found
1,813 kg of ganja packed in
361 HDPE sacks.
Each packet weighs around 5
kg. To avoid checking at check
posts, the ganja smugglers
used the ambulance for the

transport of the contraband.
The ambulance driver was arrested. When questioned, the
driver told the DRI sleuths
that the contraband was procured from Visakhapatnam
Agency and it was being

smuggled to Raipur in Chhattisgarh. A case was registered
under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985.
Source : The New Indian Express

Emergency helpline down, Haryana man
dies allegedly waiting for ambulance
“All ambulances in Fatehabad
are in good condition as they
are new. Had we got the ambulance service at the time of
crisis, we could have saved
Jagdish’s life. The auto rickshaw took a long time due
to rush of traffic on the road.
The ambulance would have
reached early as everyone
gives way to it,” he added.
“Jagdish was in dire need of
an ambulance as he was having breathing trouble. He
could have got the facility
of breathing apparatus like

oxygen mask and respirator
in the ambulance. He also
vomitted blood at home and
needed urgent medical care,
though I don’t know what
kind of ailment he was suffering from,” Kumar said.
Talking to media persons,
ambulance fleet manager
Kuldeep admitted that there
have been some networking
problems not only with the
SOS number 108, but also
in case of private mobile operators for the past 24 hours.
Source : Hindustan times

After the success of the motor-cycle ambulance, health
department of the State Government has initiated cycle
ambulance. The project will
see around 20 cycle ambulances at Shivaji Park, VileParle and Andheri areas in its
initial phase.
The cycle ambulance would
not be carrying patient on
cycle but the trained paramedical staff would attending the patient who resides
in an area that has narrow
lanes and where its difficult
for a four wheeler ambulance
to reach.
According to an official, the
cycle ambulances would be
started on an experimental
basis. The cycle ambulances
would be run by a trained
para-medical staff and he or
she would be equipped with
an emergency medical aides.
The cycle ambulance staff
would be given a mobile
handset which would be con-

nected to 108 emergency service so that an ambulance can
be kept ready in case of carrying the patient to nearby hospital and starting emergency

system installed and would
cost Rs 33 lakh per year to
the government.
SPECIAL FEATURES
•Cycle ambulance staff would

treatment through regular
ambulance.
The cycle ambulance would
be equipped with a kit along
with stethoscope, blood pressure related equipment and
medication, glucometer, thermometer,
cotton-bandage,
syringe etc. The cycle ambulance would also have GPS

be given a mobile handset
which would be connected to
108 emergency service.
• It would have GPS system
installed.
• It would have blood pressure related equipment, glucometer, thermometer, syringe etc
Source : DNA

Kerala to get first marine ambulance in a year
Continued from Pg-3
The modern vessel, designed
in-house by the shipyard
will be of high quality and
fuel efficient that can reach a
maximum speed of 14 knots.
Earlier, IIT Madras had conducted Computational Fluid
Dynamics (CFD) analysis
and model test to optimize
fuel efficiency and firming up
the powering requirement. To
improve ergonomics and lay-

out, 3-D modelling has been
done,” said Shipyard spokesperson V Kala.
The vessel will be able to ac-

commodate two patients and
will have a crew capacity of
7, including the paramedical

staff. The vessel will also have
various paramedical facilities
like examination and nursing
room, medical beds, mortuary freezer, refrigerator and
medical lockers. There will
be a Jason’s cradle to safely
rescue people from sea. The
first vessel will be ready for
delivery by November, 2019.
Source : The New Indian Express
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